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If you have an item for the FEBRUARY magazine
please submit it to Richard Hudson (editor) at 01509 413185, 07776 086 448

or richardhudson847@btinternet.com
by MONDAY 12" JANUARY

THE MINISTRY TEAM
The joint benefice of Barrow, Walton, Wymeswold & Prestwold

Rev’d Clive Watts (Priest in charge) 07534 899522 (Day off Friday)
rev.clive.watts@barrowandwoldsgroup.com

Rev’d Simon Richardson 01509 856623
rev.simon@barrowandwoldsgroup.com

Rev’d. Bob Edge 07305 256652
rev.bob@barrowandwoldsgroup.com

Pam Knowles (Reader Minister) 36 Ribble Drive, Barrow upon Soar 07702 215785
David Spencer (Reader Minister) david@spencer-watts.com 07905 230825

For general enquiries or for Baptisms and Funerals please complete the enquiries
forms on our website or contact Collette in the Church Office or Rev’d Clive Watts.

For Weddings: Collette at weddings@barrowandwoldsgroup.com 07793 459062

Website www.barrowandwoldsgroup.com

CHURCH OFFICE: Administrator: Collette Webster-Jones
Opening hours: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 9am — 2.30pm 01509 416520 or
enquiries@barrowandwoldsgroup.com

For pastoral matters (ministry to the sick, bereaved or housebound) please contact

the following:
Pam Knowles pamknowles36@gmail.com 07702 215785
Beverley Lott b.lott1509@gmail.com 01509 412876

If you would like to receive this magazine regularly or would like to
receive a large-print version of future issues, please contact Richard
Hudson (413185 or 07776 086 448)
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DECEMBER AND JANUARY IN OUR CHURCHES

| very much hope that you receive this magazine before the end of November
because the Holy Trinity Christmas Tree Festival comes to an end on the last day
of the month and I’'m certain that the 2025 trees will be just as beautiful of
those of past years and so, well worth seeing. Of course, the trees, although
important, are only part of the Festival with the Grand Opening on Thursday
27t (tickets may still be available but must be booked in advance), the Caroline
Sharpe Singers’ concert on the 28™ (you can buy your tickets for that on arrival
at church on that evening), an early chance to sing Christmas carols on the
Sunday afternoon and, throughout the Festival, the opportunity to indulge in
the excellent refreshments including homemade cakes and soups, buy last
minute raffle tickets or try your luck on the tombola or bottle stall. Saturday 29t
is also the date of the Parish Council event when the Barrow lights are switched
on and many people from our village and beyond take the opportunity to visit
both events —it’s certainly the busiest time in the church!

There will be no morning service at Holy Trinity on the 30t as our group of
churches will all be at St. Andrew’s Church, Prestwold on what is St. Andrew’s
Day but, being the First Sunday of Advent, Churches Together in Barrow have a
service at 6pm in Barrow Methodist Church to which all are welcome.

On Sunday December 7t (2" Sunday of Advent), Holy Trinity has its
Christingle Morning Praise service at which it is always especially pleasing to see
parents with their children. The children love making the Christingles and eating
the sweets afterwards! Christingle was introduced to this country by The
Children’s Society and so our offering that day is sent to the charity (a reminder
to our regular congregation to have some cash with them!).

On the 3" Sunday of Advent (December 14t) St. Mary’s, Walton have their
Carol Service at 4pm and on the 215t Holy Trinity holds theirs, this time at 6pm.

We now move on to Christmas Eve with the Walton Crib Service at 4pm and
Barrow’s at 5.30pm and then, with a somewhat different congregation Holy
Trinity welcomes in Christmas Day with its 11.30pm Midnight Mass. There is, of
course, another opportunity to celebrate the event of the birth of God’s son at
the 10.30am Holy Trinity Christmas Communion.

On a very different note, do come along, if you can to our ‘Folk Carols and
Foaming Ale’ concert at 8.00pm on Friday December 19t when the folk band
‘Well Seasoned’ will be entertaining us in song as well as in their Mummers Play
and at which food and drink will be available to buy. Having attended their
previous concerts | am confident that you will have a great evening.

Richard Hudson



Services at Holy Trinity, Barrow

December 7t — 10.30am — CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
6.00pm — Holy Communion
December 14t — 10.30am Holy Communion
December 215t — 10.30am HOLY COMMUNION
6.00pm LESSONS AND CAROLS
December 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE
- 5.30pm CRIB SERVICE
11.30pm MIDNIGHT MASS

December 25" CHRISTMAS DAY
10.30am CHRISTMAS HOLY COMMUNION

December 28™" — 10.30am Said Holy Communion

January 4" — 10.30am Morning Praise (Epiphany)
6.00pm Holy Communion

January 11" — 10.30am Holy Communion

January 18*" —10.30am Holy Communion
6.00pm Healing Service

January 25 — 10.30am Holy Communion

Wednesdays - 10am Holy Communion (Dec. 10", Jan. 7t"/215)
10am Morning Prayer (Dec. 3", 17*, Jan. 14'",28%)
(No Wednesday service on Dec. 24" or 31°%)

Services at St. Mary’s, Walton
December 14 at 4.00pm LESSONS AND CAROLS

CHRISTMAS EVE at 4pm CRIB SERVICE
YOU ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND ANY OF THE ABOVE SERVICES. IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO ATTEND ANY SERVICES OR EVENTS BUT NEED A LIFT TO GET THERE,
PLEASE GET IN TOUCH AND WE WILL DO OUR BEST TO ARRANGE TRANSPORT
FOR YOU.

The Ministry Team and Churchwardens would like
to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year




Pastoral Letter
Dear Friends,

As we enter December and the year draws to a close, we find ourselves once
again at the threshold of Advent—a season that invites us to slow down, to
wait, and to watch with expectation. The nights are long, the air carries a chill,
and yet there is a quiet beauty to these days. Amid the darkness, candles are lit
one by one, and with each small flame, our hope grows brighter. Advent is a
time of promise: a reminder that even in the shadowed places of our world and
our hearts, God’s light is drawing near.

In many ways, our world feels full of waiting—waiting for peace, for healing,
for reconciliation, for a sense of stability and hope. The message of Advent
speaks directly into that longing. It tells us that God has not forgotten us, that
He comes to dwell among us, not as a distant figure, but as Emmanuel—God
with us. It is a truth that changes everything, if only we allow it to take root in
us.

The Christmas story, though familiar, remains astonishing. God chooses to
come among us, not with splendour or might, but in simplicity and vulnerability:
a child born in a stable, laid in a manger, surrounded by ordinary people.
Shepherds and angels, travellers and innkeepers—all are drawn into the story.
In that moment, heaven touches earth. And through that child, the light of
God’s love begins to shine into every corner of human life.

As we prepare once more to celebrate the birth of Christ, | encourage you to
take time to notice the signs of God’s presence among us. We may glimpse Him
in the kindness of a neighbour, in a shared meal, in the laughter of children, or
in a moment of quiet prayer. The same God who came to Mary and Joseph still
comes to us today, often in unexpected ways.

In the midst of the season’s busyness—shopping, cooking, wrapping,
travelling—try to find a few moments each day simply to stop and breathe.
Light a candle, read a verse of Scripture, say a prayer of thanks. These small acts
of stillness are ways of preparing a place for Christ to be born again in our
hearts.



| want to thank you all for your faithfulness through the past year—for your
prayers, your service, and the many ways you support one another. The life of
our parishes is made rich by the love and generosity that so many of you show,
often quietly and unseen. You are a living sign of God’s presence in this
community, just as the Christ child is a living sign of God’s presence in the world.

May the peace of Christ fill your hearts this Christmas, and may the coming
year bring you renewed strength, hope, and joy. Whatever lies ahead, we go
forward together, knowing that the light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.

With every blessing for Advent and Christmas,

Rev’d. Clive, Rector of the Barrow and Wolds Group

Churches Together in Barrow
Service for the First Sunday of Advent — 30" November
at 6pm in Barrow Methodist Church
The offering at this service will be donated to

Streetlight Trust which supports disadvantaged children in the
Philippines (see November magazine for details)

CHRISTMAS AT HOLY TRINITY - of special interest to families

. CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
" Sunday December 7" at 10.30am
(the second Sunday of Advent)
A chance to make a Christingle and think, as we light its candle,
about Jesus, the Light of the World

CRIB SERVICE
Christmas Eve at 5.30pm
Join us as we create the Christmas Crib scene
and sing carols




HOLY TRINITY

CHRISTMAS TREE

FESTIVAL
27™- 30™ NOVEMBER

Thursday W peecedeal)  Friday

Grand Opening food and Caroline Sharpe
27th Nov, 7.30pm |  drinks Singers Concert
with Judith Spence 28th Nov, 7.30pm

Tickets £8, inc " Tickets £7 adults

Buffet & Wine Sunday £3 children

Carols & from Taylors or

Mulled Wine the door

Event tickets %%%';':1

available
from Taylors
Flower Shop

Public Viewing

Further info: Fri 9am to Spm

barrowchristmas Sat10am to 7pm
Raffle treefestival.com Sun12pm to 6pm

Tombola o £2.50 adults
Bottle stdll Children FREE

- @  Barrow and Wolds Group

\/ =FHOLY TRINITY % 5T. MARY - ST. ANDREW - 5T. MARY



The 21°* Holy Trinity CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

We hope to see you at Holy Trinity at some time during the Christmas Tree
Festival weekend. Most of the information is on the poster but here is some
additional information.

Tickets for the Grand Opening at which Judith Spence, founder of the
Carpenter’s Arms, will be switching on the lights, are selling fast so, if you’d like
to be among the first to see them please contact the Festival Organiser, Vicky
Bowman (07734 217329) or Richard (details inside front cover) as soon as
possible. Please do not arrive at this event unless you have booked a ticket.

You can also book tickets in advance for the Friday evening concert by the
Caroline Sharpe Singers. From having heard this group in the past I’'m sure they
will provide us with great entertainment. Tickets can be bought from Vicky,
Richard, Taylor’s Florist shop on the High Street or at the door on the evening of
the concert.

The Saturday afternoon of the Festival as usual is planned to coincide with the
switching on of the Barrow lights. It is always our busiest time so, unless you
particularly like large crowds | suggest you avoid coming to see the trees
between 3 and 5pm on that day.

Last year we introduced an hour of Carol Singing in the church on Sunday
afternoon. We had no idea how many people would turn up but were then
amazed at the turnout. Naturally we’re doing some thing similar this year but
with one minor difference as, for the first time, the Raffle will be drawn on that
afternoon; you’ll be able to find out who has won the £250 first prize and the
Luxury Hamper second prize half way through the carols, with other winning
tickets drawn at the end.

Do contact me if you would like to buy additional raffle tickets or if you know
of anyone else who might be interested. Besides the first two prizes we have
had other great prizes donated including several food vouchers from local
hostelries. | must admit that delivering prizes to the usually unsuspecting
winners each year is something | always really enjoy.

IT IS STILL NOT TOO LATE TO HELP US TO MAKE THIS YEAR’S FESTIVAL AN
EVEN GREATER SUCCESS. Besides attending the Tree Festival we would value
your help in any of the following ways:



There are rotas at the back of the church for volunteers to sign up to act as
stewards throughout the Festival, to help in the kitchen or to donate
homemade cakes or soups.

As usual we will have Tombola stalls for both adults and children. Prizes for
these are welcome as are bottles containing almost anything from fruit juice
to tomato ketchup, from cola to wine which we can add to the Mystery Bottle
Stall. I'm sure our committee members who run these stalls would be happy
to receive donations during the Festival — it helps to replenish the stock! The
church is open every Saturday (10 — 12) for donations or alternatively, contact
one of us by phone to let us know what you can offer

Richard Hudson

Children’s Society and Church Mission Society

The October 18t CMS/Children’s Society Coffee Morning was, as usual, a
great success. Many thanks to all those who donated and bought cakes and to
Frances who ran the stall. | know | needn’t, but | always worry about the cake
stall — will there be any cakes? Actually, there were lots and they were all sold!
And then we had Michael Neale with his new-fangled no ticket raffle; it was all
done on his phone which, to my amazement, did the job perfectly. Thanks also
to Lorraine Neale and Pam Brown for their work in the kitchen and to David
Boothey who spent all morning trying to shake money out of awkward
collecting boxes. The Coffee Morning itself raised a brilliant £216.70 which was
then divided equally between the two charities.

A very big ‘Thankyou’ is due to the many people who, throughout each year,
add coins or notes to collection boxes in their own homes. The money is now all
counted and passed on to the relevant charities.

Donations to the Church Mission Society amounted to £241.20.

Donations to The Children’s Society amounted to £640.67 (this figure
includes £20 from people who ordered Children’s Society Christmas cards, paid
more than the required price and asked that the excess be treated as a
donation).

If you don’t have a CMS or Children’s Society box and would like one,
please let me know. Your help will be much appreciated.



Many of you have again bought Christmas cards on behalf of The Children’s
Society. Sales so far total around £735. As in the past, almost half of the sale
price directly benefits the charity.

If you find as Christmas approaches that you need extra Christmas cards you
could go to Taylor’s Florist on the High Street in Barrow. As in past years | have
ordered an extra supply of Children’s Society which they sell on behalf of the
charity at the same price as the ones bought directly through me. Our thanks go
to them for their generosity.

Richard Hudson

100 YEARS AGO
From the East Akeley Deanery Magazine
December 1925 and January 1926

Advent and Christmas — The observance of the Advent season this year
should be the more natural to us as we meditate on the wonderful progress in
international politics. The signing on December 15 of the Security Pact made in
Locarno a few weeks ago should stimulate us to look forward to an industrial
“Locarno” where the disputes between employers and employees would be
satisfactorily settled. The Locarno Pact was between a number of European
countries including Germany and said that the boundaries between Germany
and Belgium were inviolable (i.e. Germany would not cross them) and promised
to observe the demilitarised zone of the German Rhineland. This treaty was
broken in 1936 when Germany entered this Zone. As to industrial relations at
home, the Vicar could not have foreseen that the 1926 General Strike was to
take place just five months into the future. 1925 had its national and
international problems just as we have 100 years later. — Editor)

Girls’ Friendly Society — The members of the Society have had an enjoyable
and encouraging autumn. Two special evenings stand out. First, on November
18t a social evening with songs, recitations and games and a visit from Mrs.
Burdett of Desford. We shall none of us forget her straight and delightful which
was given with such warm affection for the G.F.S. and its world-wide members.
It resulted in the decision of several present to take a step forward, some to
become members and others to become workers. On December 2" we had a
visit from about 20 members of the Quorn Branch, together with Mrs. Pochin,



who gave us a splendid performance. A sketch entitled “Three Blind Mice” was
most amusing and very cleverly acted. We afterwards had music and
refreshments and ended with an old country dance. On December 20, after
the evening service, ten new members were admitted in church by the Vicar so
that our branch has increased its numbers from 6 in 1924 to 29 at the close of
1925.

A fresh branch of the Junior G.F.S. for girls aged 9 to 13 will be formed in the
New Year. The first meeting will be held on Wednesday January 9t in the
Church Room at 6pm. The secretary of the branch is Miss Gladys Kitchen. The
subscription will be one shilling annually which can be paid in portions of 3d a
quarter.

The Carol Service on Sunday December 27" was carried through with fine
spirit. The choir sang a couple of carols composed by Mr. Rumsey of Quorn with
real feeling, and their larger items, West’s “See amid the winter’s snow” and
Elvey’s “Arise, shine” were also impressive.

From the Vicar’s letter — The recent improvement in the lighting of the nave
of our church has stimulated one of the choirmen to set about collecting for the
improvement of the lighting in the chancel. The greater part of the bill has been
paid for by the choirmen. Not only is the chancel well lit at night but also we are
well protected from draughts. Our best thanks are due to Mr. Huston for the gift
of a pair of heavy curtains which have been put over the west door of the nave
and the south door of the chancel.

And, finally, and rarely, two interesting snippets from St. Mary’s Church,
Walton (Rector: Rev. M.B. Bird)
Our thanks are greatly due to the Highway Authority for kindly allowing us to
use their roads as toboggan runs (but perhaps they did not know). As the short
course and the champion course crossed each other at right angles, as you
always fell off at the bottom of the hill, and as motors were continually trying to
pass, we were lucky in having no accidents, but a great deal of fun for spectators
and spectacle makers.
The Report which has gone about, that the Barrow on Soar Rural District Council
intend to let the fishing rights on some of the larger pot holes on our main road
to Loughborough proves to be incorrect.



Registered Charity
Neo. 230038

Hello

The MU at St Botolph’s Church at Shepshed have invited us to their annual
Carol service on Wednesday 10" December at 2 30.
The speaker will be their lay reader Richard Rock.

The next MU service will be on Wednesday 3" December at 10 and it will be
Morning Prayer with refreshments afterwards.
If you would like to join the MU bowl rota for 2026 please contact Rosemary
Sholl. As there is no magazine in January, please note 7" January as date of
MU service.
Annette 413331

Folk Carols & Foaming Ale!
We're delighted to welcome back Well Seasoned to Holy Trinity on Friday 19th
December for an evening of festive cheer and community celebration. Known
for their stirring renditions of traditional folk carols and their world-renowned
mummers play, Well Seasoned bring music, laughter, and a touch of theatrical
magic to the season. Joining them will be the Holy Trinity Band, leading us in
well-loved carols that everyone can sing along to—so bring your voice and
your festive spirit!
Refreshments will be available, including draught beer, samosas, wine, and
soft drinks.

Doors open at 7.30pm, with the event starting at 8.00pm. Entry: £8

All proceeds will support Rainbows Hospice.
Tickets from https://ticketlab.co.uk/event/id/35705#/ or at the door.
Many thanks to Rev. Bob Edge for arranging this event.

COMMUNITY CAFE — There will be no Café on Saturday November
refreshments are still available that morning. Also, no café on
December 13 (dance exams) but it will be open every other Saturday



https://ticketlab.co.uk/event/id/35705#/

Beverley Lott wishes to thank all those people who have supported PROJECT

5000 over the past year by placing goods such as UHT milk, small boxes of
breakfast cereals, cup a soups, pot noodles, cans of soup, vegetables, fruit, fish,
tinned meals, tea, coffee and biscuits in the box at the back of church. Every
Monday evening throughout the year, the doors open at 7pm at Emmanuel
Church Hall in Loughborough to offer a hot meal and a warm welcome. This
December, as in previous years, there will also be a festive meal and treats on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, all prepared by volunteers. Please continue to
support this very important venture. (Beverley Lott 07717 222165)
Looking for Jesus at Christmas

You’'re perhaps familiar with the ‘Where’s Wally?’ children’s
books created by Martin Handford in 1987 in which the task is to
spot Wally amongst all the other people involved in a variety of

activities that fill the page. It can be quite a challenge.

Am | correct in thinking that, as Christmas approaches, spotting
Jesus, the Son of God, the person whose birth Christians celebrate
on December 25%, is becoming more and more difficult? Those of

? us who are regular churchgoers will obviously hear the Christmas
story and be reminded of its significance and I’m sure that some of you who
read this magazine yet don’t spend much time in church are also fully aware of
what Christmas is all about - but even then it is so easy to get caught up in the
commercialism and excess of what Christmas has become for so many people.
Just for a moment, try to imagine a sort of ‘Where’s Wally?’ poster filled with all
the things that have either become essential to having a good Christmas or
which have come to represent Christmas; reindeer, robins, holly, plum
puddings, Christmas decorations, paper hats and snow, present buying, large
guantities of food and drink and Santa Claus - and then, tucked away
somewhere, an image of a mother with a baby, a baby who is Jesus Christ, God’s
Son, who was later to die and rise again to re-establish the possibility of a
relationship between God and ourselves. The sad thing is that if this were a
‘Where’s Wally?’ picture everyone would be searching for Wally somewhere in
the picture whereas for so many people, all the other images on the poster
would attract their gaze and seem so much more important. | urge you to look
for Jesus this Christmas and, if you think that coming to church (Holy Trinity, St.



Mary’s or any other) will help you to do that | can assure you of a warm
welcome.
Richard Hudson

HOLY TRINITY FLOODLIGHT SPONSORS FOR DECEMBER and JANUARY

DATE SPONSOR DEDICATION

14" December David & Ruth In Memory of Ruth's Parents

215 December Diane Stafford Birthday memories of Ray Stafford,
sponsored by Sheila, Dawn and Diane

11" January Pam Hallam In Memory of Chris's Birthday
Janet, Caroline, Julie and In loving memory of John
Family
18" January Pat Wright In Memory of my mother

If you would like todedicate the floodlights to a loved one please get in
touch. My contact details are: David Laughton, Tel. (mob) 07913 95300,
DavelL1000@yahoo.co.uk

FROM THE PRAYER DIARY
Please pray for:
December 7th — Benefice Administrator: Collette Webster-Jones
December 14th — Pastoral Care Team and all our Pastoral Care volunteers
December 21st — Churches Together and our ecumenical partnerships
December 28th — Little Angels Pram Service, leader Vicky Bowman
January 4th — Our CMS link mission partners in Tanzania, Ben & Katy Ray
January 11th — The churches of our Minster Community: Swithland,
Quorn, All Saints Loughborough, Hathern, Long Whatton,
Kegworth, Diseworth, Belton and Osgathorpe as well as
those of our own benefice
January 18th — Our Churchwardens: Jez Bowman,
Kath Eastwood-Paramore, Ben Kingscott,
Melanie Castledine, Richard Bimson
January 25th — Those who live in the village of Wymeswold
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FROM THE REGISTERS

BAPTISM:

We welcome into the Church Family those who have been baptised:
OTTILIE BLOSSOM ANDREWS, The Lime Kilns
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH

For Holy Trinity, Barrow upon Soar and St. Mary’s, Walton-le-Wolds
Churchwardens: Jeremy Bowman, 07974 967473

Kath Eastwood-Paramore, 07779 623155

Ben Kingscott 07532 040174

PCC Secretary: Lynne Brookes, 07860 197183
Treasurer: Martin Roberts, 620122

Holy Trinity Church, Barrow on Soar

Verger: Marion Worrall, 07402 490066
Tower Captain (acting): Andy Boston, 07708 728014
Sacristan: Pam Knowles, 07702 215 785
St. Mary’s Church, Walton-le-Wolds

Lead Minister: Pam Knowles, 07702 215785

Churchwarden at St. Mary’s, Wymeswold — Richard Bimson
Churchwarden at St. Andrew’s, Prestwold — Melanie Castledine
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