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If you have an item for the NOVEMBER-DECEMBER magazine 

please submit it to Richard Hudson (editor) at 07776 086 448 

or richardhudson847@btinternet.com by MONDAY 12th OCTOBER. 
 

Introduction to the September and October 2026 magazine 
     Welcome to the 4th edition of the new Barrow and Wolds Group magazine. 

     The temperatures and lack of rainfall we have experienced this summer are 

unprecedented. As I write this, the country has entered its fifth heatwave and 

the number of days with temperatures of 30 degrees Celsius somewhere in the 

country is approaching forty, a new record. The Harvest Festival services across 

our four churches are spread between September 13th and October 4th and yet, 

as many of you will know, most of this year’s harvest was gathered in by the 

beginning of August. Of course, our churches quite rightly want to celebrate the 

harvest although many farmers will find it difficult to celebrate as they come to 

terms with the reduced yields from their year’s work. I’d like to draw your 

attention to Rev. Clive’s article entitled Additions to the Church’s Calendar 

which tells us about The Festival of Christ the Creator. ‘Creationtide’ as a 

concept was proposed in 1989 and was adopted by Churches Together in Britain 

and Ireland in 2016. It celebrates God’s creation, as Christians have always done 

during the Harvest season but emphasises the responsibility of humanity to care 

for and protect all aspects of that creation. Given this year’s climate extremes, 

not just in our country but across the whole world, we as Christians need both 

to pray and, where possible, do whatever we can to make a difference, whether 

it be by reducing our use of fossil fuels or helping to alleviate the sufferings of 

people worldwide caused by the climate crisis or its most obvious dramatic 

results, fire, flood, drought and famine. 

     Besides details of all our church services you will also find in this issue full 

details of this year’s 6th Trinity Festival celebrating local music, arts and crafts 

which takes place between Friday 9th and Sunday 11th October in Holy Trinity 

Church, Barrow, which we hope you will all aim to visit, along with preliminary 

information about the Christmas Tree Festival at the end of November in the 

same venue. Also, and I can’t quite believe I’m writing this now, you will find, 

tucked inside your magazine, details of how you can order Children’s Society 

Christmas cards. There is a good reason why I’m sending you this so early which 

you may be able to work out for yourself. You can read more about the cards 

near the back of this magazine. Closely linked with the sale of these cards in the 
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minds of Holy Trinity people is the Children’s Society and Church Mission 

Society Coffee Morning which this year will be held in Trinity Rooms on Saturday 

September 26th.  

     Within this magazine you will also find details of a service of special interest 

to pet lovers, a concert by Charnwood Orchestra and Scarecrow Festival all at 

Barrow, a visit from the circus and information about the Gardening Club at 

Burton and a talk and exhibition about lace as well as a folk concert featuring an 

interesting pair of instruments at Wymeswold. Do take the opportunity of 

sampling the wide range of events on offer in our villages. 

Richard Hudson 

            

Services at Holy Trinity, Barrow  

September 6th     –  10.30am Morning Praise 

                                     6.00pm Holy Communion  

September 7th (Mon.) – 9.30am Ecumenical Morning Prayer (Catholic run) 

September 13th   –  10.30am Holy Communion 

September 20th   –  10.30am Churches Together in Barrow service for the  

                                                                                                Blessing of the Animals 

                                     6.00pm Healing service 

September 27th  -  10.30am Holy Communion 

 

October 4th   –  10.30am HARVEST PRAISE 

                              6.00pm Holy Communion  

October 11th  - 10.30am Holy Communion 

October 18th    - 10.30am  Holy Communion 

                               6.00pm Healing service 

October 25th   –   10.30am Holy Communion 

                    

Wednesdays – 10am Morning Prayer (Sep.2nd,16th, 30th Oct. 14th,28th) 

Wednesdays – 10am BCP Holy Communion (Sep. 9th, 23rd Oct. 7th,21st) 

 

Service at St. Mary’s, Walton 

September 27th at 4.00pm HARVEST PRAISE 

                                                                                               

Services at St. Mary’s, Wymeswold 

September 6th    –   11.00am Morning Prayer 



September 13th  –    6.00pm Holy Communion BCP 

September 20th –   11.00am HARVEST PRAISE 

September 27th –   11.00am Holy Communion  

                                      6.00pm Evensong BCP 

                                                                                   

October 4th    –    11.00am Holy Communion 

October 11th  –   6.00pm Holy Communion BCP 

October 18th    -  11.00am Morning Praise  

October 25th    – 11.00am Holy Communion 

                                6.00pm Evensong BCP 

 

                             

Services at St. Andrew’s, Prestwold 

September 6th   –   9.15am Holy Communion 

September 13th –   9.15am HARVEST PRAISE 

September 20th  –  9.15am Holy Communion 

September 27th   -  9.15am Holy Communion BCP 

 

October 4th   –   9.15am Holy Communion 

October 11th  –  9.15am Morning Praise 

October 18th  -   9.15am  Holy Communion 

October 25th  –  9.15am Holy Communion BCP 

 

Your local church would love to see you! 
I am very much aware every time I start work on another edition of a church 
magazine, whether it was the Barrow and Walton one or the new one for the 
Barrow and Wolds Group that the readership will be very wide ranging. 
There will be those who attend their local church almost every week, those 
who attend occasionally, those who perhaps attended years ago and have 
just continued to receive the magazine and those who have never been 
interested in church.   
If you’ve not been inside your local church for some time why not give it a 
try? Besides the regular services (see above) there are coffee mornings and 
other events at which you can get to know people and, I’m sure, discover 
what a welcoming group of people inhabit our places of worship.  
Why not give it a try?  

 



Pastoral Letter  

Dear Friends, 

     As September gives way to October, there is a gentle change in the landscape 

around us. The fields begin to empty after harvest, hedgerows are heavy with 

berries, mornings grow cooler, and the colours of autumn begin to emerge. 

Living in our beautiful corner of the countryside, we are perhaps more aware 

than many of the changing seasons and the rhythms of creation that have 

shaped this land for generations. 

 

     Harvest has always been a time of thanksgiving. We gather in our churches to 

decorate them with fruit, vegetables and flowers, to sing familiar hymns, and to 

offer thanks to God "for the fruits of his creation". It is a joyful tradition, but it is 

also one that invites us to reflect more deeply on our relationship with the world 

God has entrusted to us. 

 

     This year, that reflection feels especially timely. Over recent years we have 

experienced increasingly frequent heatwaves, prolonged dry spells, intense 

rainfall and unpredictable weather. Those of us who farm, garden, or simply 

enjoy walking in the countryside have seen the effects at first hand. Farming has 

always depended upon the weather, but many of those who work the land 

speak of seasons that no longer seem quite as familiar or predictable as they 

once were. We pray for those whose livelihoods are affected by these changes, 

giving thanks for their resilience and asking God's blessing upon all who produce 

the food we enjoy. 

 

    Our Christian faith reminds us that the world is not simply a resource to be 

used, but a gift to be cherished. In the opening chapters of Genesis, humanity is 

given the privilege of tending God's garden. Stewardship is not about ownership 

but about faithful care, recognising that "the earth is the Lord's, and everything 

in it" (Psalm 24.1). As disciples of Jesus, we are called to use wisely what God 

has given us, considering not only our own needs but also those of our 

neighbours and of generations yet to come. 

 

     This September, the Church of England also celebrates the Festival of Christ 

the Creator for the first time. It reminds us that all creation finds its source and 

purpose in Christ, through whom all things were made and in whom all things 



hold together. Caring for creation is therefore not an optional extra for 

Christians, but part of our worship and our witness. 

 

     Across our benefice, we have already begun to think carefully about how we 

can live out that calling. I am grateful for the work that is being done in our 

churches as we seek to achieve Eco Church Awards. Some of the changes are 

quite practical - looking at energy use, encouraging wildlife in our churchyards, 

reducing waste, and considering how we care for our buildings and land. Others 

are about prayer, worship and learning together. None of these steps alone will 

solve the challenges facing our world, but together they reflect our desire to be 

faithful stewards of God's gifts. 

 

     Harvest reminds us that gratitude and generosity belong together. We give 

thanks not only with our words but with our actions: by supporting local farmers 

and producers, caring for the environment, sharing with those in need, and 

living more thoughtfully as God's people. 

 

     As we move into the beauty of autumn, may we never lose our sense of 

wonder at God's creation. May our thanksgiving deepen our care for the world 

he has made, and may our churches continue to be places where the Creator is 

worshipped, neighbours are served, and hope is nurtured for generations to 

come. 

With every blessing, 

Rev’d Clive 

Rector, Barrow and Wolds Group, 

Oversight Minister, Soar Valley Minster Community 

__________________________________ 

 

Another contribution from Rev. Clive which relates closely to his Pastoral Letter: 

 

New Additions to the Church's Calendar: Christ the Creator and the Martyrs of 

Libya 

     One of the great riches of the Church's year is the rhythm of festivals, holy 

days and commemorations that shape our worship and prayer. Alongside the 

great seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and Pentecost, the calendar 

also remembers saints, martyrs and other faithful witnesses whose lives 



continue to inspire the Church today. From time to time, the Church also 

introduces new commemorations or festivals to reflect the enduring truths of 

the Christian faith and the witness of God's people in every age. 

 

     This year, two new additions have been made to the Church of England's 

calendar: the Festival of Christ the Creator and the Commemoration of the 

Martyrs of Libya. 

 

     The Festival of Christ the Creator will be kept on the 1st Sunday in September, 

a date already observed by many churches around the world as the World Day 

of Prayer for the Care of Creation. The festival celebrates Christ as the one 

through whom all things were made and in whom all creation holds together 

(John 1 and Colossians 1). It reminds us that the created world is God's gift, 

entrusted to our care, and that our concern for the environment is rooted not 

simply in practical necessity but in our worship of Christ, the Lord of all creation. 

 

     To accompany the festival, Common Worship now includes proper prayers, 

readings and liturgical material which can be used at the Eucharist and Daily 

Prayer. These resources give congregations an opportunity to give thanks for the 

beauty and abundance of creation, to pray for the healing of our damaged 

world, and to renew our commitment to faithful stewardship. 

 

     The second addition is the Commemoration of the Martyrs of Libya, 

observed on 15th February. It remembers the twenty-one Christians who were 

murdered in Libya in 2015 after refusing to deny their faith in Christ. Most were 

members of the Coptic Orthodox Church from Egypt, alongside one man from 

Ghana who chose to stand with them in their final moments. 

 

     Their witness is a moving reminder that martyrdom is not only part of the 

Church's distant past but remains a reality for many Christians today. Their 

commemoration also reflects the deepening friendship between churches, 

recognising that the courage and faithfulness of these martyrs is a gift to the 

whole Christian family. Common Worship provides a collect and other 

devotional material to help congregations remember their witness and pray for 

Christians who continue to face persecution throughout the world. 

 



     These additions to the calendar did not appear overnight. New festivals and 

commemorations are carefully considered by the Church's Liturgical Commission 

before being debated and approved by the General Synod, ensuring that they 

reflect the Church's shared faith and worship. 

 

     As we keep these new observances, we are reminded that the Christian year 

is always centred on Christ. The festivals and commemorations that surround 

the great seasons of the Church are not distractions from the gospel but 

windows through which we see it more clearly. Whether we are celebrating 

Christ as Lord of all creation or remembering those who gave their lives rather 

than deny him, each observance invites us to grow in faith, hope and love, 

joining our prayers with the worship of the whole Church across the world and 

throughout the ages. 

 

And still on the theme of The Festival of Christ the Creator 
 

A Churches Together in Barrow service for 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

at 10.30am on Sunday 20th September in Holy Trinity. 
 

     Following last September’s very successful first ’Pet Blessing 
Service’ here is the second. You are invited to bring your pets 
(or other creatures which may not be classed as pets!) along to 
Holy Trinity for a somewhat different, and certainly interesting 
service. People without pets will also be most welcome! 
 
     This service is of even more important than the range of 
animals present. It provides an opportunity to think about 
the whole of God’s creation, the pleasure we can gain by 
observing it, our many concerns about the scale and speed of 
the changes we cannot fail to see, as well as our God-given 
responsibility for its care.   

 



Our Harvest Praise services: 
St. Andrew’s, Prestwold – 9.15am on Sunday September 13th 

 
St. Mary’s, Wymeswold – 11.00am on Sunday September 20th 
 
St. Mary’s, Walton on the Wolds – 4pm on Sunday September 27th  
                         (preceded at 3.15pm by tea and cakes in the church) 
 
Holy Trinity, Barrow upon Soar – 10.30am on Sunday October 4th 
               and at 3.30pm on the same day: 

HARVEST AFTERNOON TEA 
Tickets £7.50 

available soon from Jenny, Jean, Vanessa or Richard  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



TRINITY Festival- celebrating local music, arts and crafts 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 

October 9th to 11th (see poster overleaf) 

Additional information: 

  Friday evening Youth Concert – Kath Eastwood-Paramore, who had 

the original idea for the Festival and has masterminded it ever since, 

already has a good range of soloists signed up but is waiting for 

Humphrey Perkins School to reopen before she can finalise the 

programme.   

  Saturday evening classical music concert – Kath and her group of 

string players offer a concert of three popular and beautiful 

compositions, for the longest of which, the Fauré Requiem, they will be 

joined by The Wolds Choir with their conductor Richard Thomas. 

  Sunday afternoon Arts and Crafts – An opportunity to watch local artists 

demonstrate their crafts and have a go at creating your own painted coaster to 

take away. Local beekeepers will be offering honey tasting and, among other 

exhibitors will be glass artists, a woodturner and needlecrafters; lots of things to 

see and, if you wish, buy. Also on offer will be tours of the bell tower and a range 

live music throughout the afternoon. There is no charge for admission to this 

event. 

  Refreshments – At the two evening concerts there will be a bar offering a range 

of alcoholic and soft drinks as well as snacks and locally sourced samosas.  

     In Trinity Rooms on Sunday afternoon you can relax and enjoy hot and cold 

drinks and a range of delicious home made cakes. 

Something for everyone. Come and enjoy it. 

 

Looking to hire premises?  
Trinity Rooms in Holy Trinity, Barrow could be just what you are looking for. 
The rooms are perfectly suited for: Dance, Yoga, Fitness Classes, Meetings, 
Creative Ventures, Birthday and Anniversary celebrations.  
We are especially keen to support long-term hires and would love to partner 
with instructors, organisers, and small businesses looking for a regular home.  
To find out more and arrange a viewing, contact Collette at 01509 416520 
                                                        or enquiries@barrowandwoldsgroup.com  



What is General Synod – and Why Does it Matter? 
     This autumn, members of the Church of England will be voting in elections for 

the General Synod. Unless you follow Church news closely, you may wonder 

what General Synod is and why these elections matter. 

     General Synod is often described as the Church of England's parliament. It 

brings together bishops, clergy and lay people from every diocese to discuss 

matters affecting the life of the Church. Its work includes shaping the Church's 

worship, considering questions of doctrine, passing legislation, setting national 

policy and overseeing the Church's governance and finances. Recent decisions, 

such as the introduction of the Festival of Christ the Creator into the Church's 

calendar, have all come through the careful work of General Synod. 

     Synod is made up of three Houses: the House of Bishops, the House of 

Clergy, and the House of Laity. Most members are elected for a five-year term, 

ensuring that people from every part of the country and from a wide variety of 

church traditions are represented. While the discussions reported in the media 

often focus on controversial issues, much of Synod's work is quieter but no less 

important, supporting the Church's mission, safeguarding, liturgy, ministry, 

education, and engagement with society. 

     Here in the Soar valley Minster Community, we are fortunate that our own 

Oversight Minister, the Revd Clive Watts, serves as one of the Diocese's elected 

representatives in the House of Clergy. This means that the experiences of 

parish ministry in our villages and communities help to inform discussions and 

decisions at a national level. It also provides a valuable link between the national 

Church and our local churches, reminding us that decisions made by Synod 

ultimately affect parish life across the country. 

     The elections taking place this autumn will choose the clergy and lay 

representatives who will serve in the new General Synod for the next five years. 

Clergy elect members of the House of Clergy, while lay members of deanery 

synods elect representatives to the House of Laity. Although not every church 

member has a vote, the elections are an important part of the Church's shared 

governance, ensuring that a broad range of voices is heard. 

     Please pray for all those who are standing for election, for those who will be 

voting, and for all who will serve in the new Synod. Pray especially that they may 

be guided by the Holy Spirit, seeking not simply what is expedient, but what is 

faithful to the gospel and will strengthen the Church's witness in every 

community. 



As St Paul reminds us, "There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit" (1 

Corinthians 12.4). Whether serving in a village parish, a cathedral, a chaplaincy 

or the General Synod, each ministry contributes to the life of Christ's Church and 

to its mission of proclaiming the good news in every generation. 

Rev’d Clive 

Rector, Barrow and Wolds Group, 

Oversight Minister, Soar Valley Minster Community 

___________________________ 

 
Harvest Festival Sunday 4th October 
     We look forward to our Harvest Festival and other harvest festivities at 
Holy Trinity and St Mary’s Walton. At Barrow our Harvest service 
cash collection will go to Water Aid, a charity that works towards the goal of 
reaching everyone, everywhere in the world, with clean water, decent toilets 
and good hygiene.   
     The harvest gifts from Hall Orchard School and our own congregation will 
adorn our church on Harvest Festival Sunday. Many of the non-perishable 
gifts will be donated to Project 5000 which provides a weekly cooked meal 
and food bag to needy and homeless people in Loughborough. In addition, 
we shall again this year distribute gifts of harvest produce to members of our 
own community who are not able to get out so often or who have 
been experiencing particular challenges in recent weeks and months.  

     The Pastoral Care Team, which organises the 
distribution of harvest gifts, would like to appeal to 
you again this year to bring harvest gifts for 
distribution to members of the congregation and 
wider community. Many of our recipients live alone 
so for them small luxury food items or pot 
plants are more suitable than big 

vegetables! Thank you in advance for your thoughtfulness and generosity 
and this outreach to those we want to assure of our support.  
     On Monday 5th October volunteers will be very welcome to help with 
packing the harvest gifts and with delivery. If you can give an hour or so of 
your time, please have a word with me or ring 07717 222165. It's good fun 
and there will be tea and coffee. Without a team of helpers it will not be 
possible to allocate the harvest gifts so please ring this number and put the 
date in your diary. Thank you. 
Beverley Lott, Pastoral Care Team  



REPORT FROM ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH,  PRESTWOLD 

Well, one can’t say that we have not been “weather challenged” over the past 

couple of months and as I put pen to paper it doesn’t look as if it is going to 

change for a while.  We have had a taste of what a lot of people in the world 

experience as routine and if it is to continue for us, it is certainly giving us food 

for thought on how to handle the summer season.   

Before I begin my report, I must let you know that Mary Norman passed away at 

the end of July after being in hospital for a short while.  Mary lived in Burton-on-

the-Wolds for over 20 years and was a passionate member of St. Andrew’s 

Church; participating in the running of it and, until recently, unless she was 

away, attended every Sunday church service.  She was the youngest member of 

what St. Andrews Church called “The 31 Club” which was five members of the 

church all born in 1931 and within 10 weeks of each other.  I am sorry to say that 

that closes the “31 Club” but what memories we have of all these fantastic 

people!  Rest in peace Mary and God bless. 

The past couple of months have been busy with weddings and christenings and 

we must thank those who ensured that everything ran smoothly over this 

holiday period, in particular, the clergy, Collette, all those who participated in 

the services, the organists, bell ringers and anyone else I have forgotten.  Just to 

remind you, there are quite a few weddings still to come so thanks in advance 

for all your help to make them so special and memorable for the couples and 

their families. 

The weather over the past couple of months has ensured that our monthly 

afternoon teas have been a great success with being able to put the chairs and 

tables under the trees.  Thanks so much to everyone who has come.  It is great 

to see you all and we love baking for you.  The next month’s tea is September 

the 8th which will be held at the Pavilion, Burton on the Wolds from 2.30 to 

4.00 p.m. after which we move to the Village Hall, Burton on the 20th October 

and 10th November. 

We are still intending to hold a wildflower walk to see the cyclamen and also 

enjoy the autumn leaves towards the end of September/beginning of October 

but with the harvest being so early and the weather as it is, we are still assessing 

when would be the appropriate date. We will publicise this on the Barrow and 



Wolds Group website, Facebook, Youtube, X (formerly Twitter) and BAWG 

Churches; as well as on the noticeboards at the churches and the villages. 

As mentioned before, our Tower Fund definitely needs a boost – what is rising is 

the quotation for repair, now standing at £100,000!  So, if anybody has any good 

ideas for raising funds, please let us know and we will see if we can organise it. 

Enjoy the weather if you can.       Adena Hecks. 

Shoe Box Knitting 2026 

      For over 20 years, a group of people from Hoton, Burton, Wymeswold and 

Barrow associated with St Andrew's Church have been knitting children's gloves, 

hats, scarves, bags and small toys which have been donated to the charity which 

collects and delivers shoebox Christmas presents filled with gifts and love to 

some of the poorest children in Eastern Europe. This is in collaboration with the 

charity Teams4U, a wholly secular organisation set up by Dave Cooke, who was 

originally so moved by the plight of children in Romanian orphanages in the 

1990s that he set out to bring a little light into the darkness of children's lives at 

Christmas. Although Dave's work has changed over the years, Teams 4U still 

continues, under his leadership, to do just that. 

     In October every year, our wonderful local knitters stuff sacks full of glorious 

colourful items into the boot of our charity contact, Wendy's car knowing that 

every small item will make a huge difference to a little girl or boy on Eastern 

Europe. 

     If you would like to know more about the work of the charity (and it's not just 

shoeboxes!) then please join us on Wednesday 14th October at 10.30 in St 

Andrew's Church, Prestwold, where we will share drinks and biscuits, wool and 

patterns, and hear Wendy tell us about Teams4U and the journey of the 

Christmas shoeboxes. Please come whether you knit or not! And if you can knit 

us a scarf, a hat, a pair of gloves or a small toy but are unable to come to the 

coffee morning then please contact me to arrange collection or drop-off. 

     Sandi Cowell 07913183892 / 01509 881365 

______________________________ 

BURTON ON THE WOLDS GARDENING CLUB 

     Burton on the Wolds Gardening Club welcomes anyone who loves gardens or 

gardening to our monthly meetings, held in Burton Village Hall during the colder 

months, with club trips out to local gardens during the warmer months. Our 

members hail from all the local villages as well as from further afield.   



     By the time this issue drops through your letter box, there may still be time to 

book a place on our last coach trip of the season to RHS Harlow Carr, near 

Harrogate, on September 11th.  

Other dates for your diary from our 2026 calendar are: 
Thursday 15th October, 7.30pm: A talk on Burton Allotments in 
the Village Hall, led by Angela Engert, with volunteers from the 
allotments.  
Thursday 19th November, 7.30pm: Jeff Bates will talk in the 
Village Hall on Organic Gardening  
Thursday 10th December: Club Quiz & Social at the Village Hall  

 
Club membership for the remainder of the calendar year is reduced to £7.50 
including all meetings, or you can pay per session at £4/session. For further 
details about the club or to add your name to our mailing list for up-to-date club 
news and events, contact Jackie Edwards at j66edwards@gmail.com   
Evening meetings are held in Burton Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursdays. ALL 

WELCOME! 

Jackie Edwards 
___________________ 

 

News from St. Mary’s, Wymeswold 

Hello from Wymeswold 

By the time you are reading this, the new school year will have begun. We send 

our good wishes to everyone going back to school, moving to a new school and 

especially every one starting school for the first time. We wish you all, and your 

teachers, a very happy and successful year. 

Forthcoming events: 

St Mary’s Church 
Saturday 12 September 10am to 4.30 pm. It is Heritage Open Day and the 
Wymeswold Textile Art Group will be putting on an exhibition at St Mary's 
Church called 'Lace - Anonymous, Technical, Textile Decorative Art - Surviving 
the Centuries'. Group members have been collecting lace and they will display 
some of their collection. 
At 2pm, Lorraine Ellison will give a talk in the church to accompany the 
exhibition, entitled 'Lace Stories’. It will be amazing, so please come along.  

mailto:j66edwards@gmail.com


Open Church Saturdays 
We are opening the church on the second Saturday afternoon (2 – 4pm) of each 
month over the summer, for people to visit, drop in, sit in for quiet time - 
whatever, really. The next two Saturdays are 12th September and 10th October 
Sunday 20 September brings St Mary’s Harvest Festival  
Many of you will know the harvest hymn “Come ye thankful people come.” It was 
written by Henry Alford while he was vicar of Wymeswold. Come and sing it with 
us. 

Wymeswold Methodist Church 
Coffee Mornings (monthly on first Saturday) 

Warm Welcome (weekly on Tuesday) 

Save the Date  

Saturday, 24 and Sunday 25 October Arts & Crafts Exhibition at Chapel 

More details to follow! 

 

Wymeswold Memorial Hall, Clay Street 
Wolds Historical Organisation 

15 September  “Ice Age Journey” 

20 October  “The Piltdown Man forgery” 

 

Pop In Café Fridays 10am – 12 noon Fortnightly 

4 September   Pop In Café and FIX I.T. Clinic    

18 September  Coffee Morning supporting Stroke Association                                                                                                          

Folk Concert at St Mary’s Church, Far Street, Wymeswold LE12 6TZ 
Saturday 26th September at 7.45pm 

“Great and Small” a new work for pipe organ and fiddle   

Will Allen and Becci Pamely proudly present their new work which brings 
together the English traditional dance and church music traditions. 
Everyone welcome to a fun night at St Mary’s. Come and enjoy organ and 
fiddle, with beers and samosas. 
Tickets available at https://buytickets.at/folkfolk/2339987 
 

 

Elizabeth Critchley 

 

https://buytickets.at/folkfolk/2339987


The Little Angels playgroup has been meeting at Holy Trinity for many years. 

At the start of another school year, leader Vicky Bowman writes about what it 

has to offer:   

Every term time Thursday we open the doors at 9.30am for playtime, singing, 

story and friendship.  Little Angels is a playgroup for babies to pre-schoolers 

with their parents, grandparents or carers.  We have toys for all ages, play doh, 

a themed craft table, jigsaws and most importantly tea, coffee and biscuits to 

keep us going!  After about 45 minutes play, we have fun with singing, a short 

interactive Bible story, we listen to everyone’s news and finish off with our Little 

Angels wriggle rhyme and prayer. 

We have a group of helpers, Vicky, Helen, Melanie and Marion with Lorraine and 

Jean serving the refreshments.  We are a happy group and want everyone – 

children and adults - to have an inclusive place to enjoy, meet friends where you 

can drop in occasionally or come every week.  

If you know anyone – maybe a family 

member or a neighbour that could 

use a friendly place to attend at any 

time before their child goes to 

school, then please let them know 

about Little Angels. The group is free 

to attend (but suggest a donation of 

£1 for those that can, to cover 

refreshments and the running of 

Little Angels). People attend from 

Barrow of course, but also from the 

wider Benefice villages and even 

from further afield.  All are very 

welcome! 

For further information, please email 

Collete at enquiries@barrowandwoldsgroup.com or call Vicky on 07734 217329. 

 

Don’t forget that the Community Café is open at Holy Trinity every Saturday 
morning between 10am and 12noon. Drinks and homemade cakes are 
always on offer. There is no charge but donations are welcome. 
An opportunity to make new friends or meet up with old ones. 

 

mailto:enquiries@barrowandwoldsgroup.com


PROJECT 5000 
 

Thank you for all your donations which have been gratefully received and 
passed on. Your continuing generosity over the summer helped to ensure 
that the weekly food bags could continue to be given out and the Monday 
evening hot meals served and enjoyed. 
 
Project 5000 is run by volunteers. Emmanuel Church set up and runs the 
project, but many of the team come from other churches and faiths. Every 
Monday evening throughout the year and in all weathers the doors open at 
Emmanuel Church Hall in Loughborough to offer a hot meal and 
a warm welcome for homeless and needy people in 
Loughborough. 
 
Some of the people who attend have only a kettle for cooking, so 
food and drinks that can be prepared with just hot water are very 
welcome.  
 
Donations continue to be needed throughout the year. Cartons of UHT milk, 
small boxes of breakfast cereals, cup a soups, pot noodles, cans of soup, 
vegetables, fruit, fish and tinned meals are always gratefully received. 
Please choose tins with a ring pull. Instant hot chocolate, coffee, 
cappuccino and biscuits go down well on Monday evenings too. Leave your 
contributions in the green box at the back of Holy Trinity 
Barrow church or at my door. Alternatively, I shall be happy to 
collect them and deliver them to Project 5000 in 
Loughborough. Thanks in advance.   
    
Beverley Lott Text 07717 222165 or ring Church Office 01509 416520 
 

100 YEARS AGO 

From the East Akeley Deanery Magazine 

September and October 1926 

 
St. Mary’s, Wymeswold – Vicar: Rev. Claude Bourchier M.A., Hon. C.F. 

     At the moment our most major issue is that of redeeming our promise of £60 

towards the Fund for the Division of the Diocese; £15 of this is still outstanding. 

Is it too much to ask that members of the congregation should, according to his 



or her means, give a subscription? I am quite aware that there are many who 

see no necessity for this to happen but our leaders, and the keenest of them, 

our Bishop, say that for the more efficient working of the Church it is necessary 

that the unwieldy Diocese of Peterborough should be divided. They should 

know. And they call for our loyalty as a general does for that of those under his 

command. By the following month the Rev. Bouchier had become more 

forthright (as he had a tendency to do!) regarding the £4 15s. still outstanding 

(editor) – I know there are those who can afford to give but who refrain from 

doing so. Fine Churchmanship that, when the appeal is from our Bishop to all 

Churchmen and Churchwomen! It is not always those who are most vocal who 

are most loyal when it comes to the pinch! 

     On Thursday October 20th 14 members went to the Mothers’ Union Jubilee 

Service at the Parish Church, Loughborough. The preacher was the Archdeacon 

of Leicester. In spite of it being a very wet day, there was a large congregation. 

After an inspiring service and address, the members all had tea – and so home. 

 

Holy Trinity, Barrow on Soar - Vicar: The Rev. J. D. Thomas M.A. 

Harvest Festival – Services have been arranged as follows:-  

Sep. 23rd (Thursday) -Evensong and Sermon by the Rev. H.V. Williams, new Vicar 

of St. John the Divine, Leicester. 

Sep.26th – 7 and 8am Holy Communion, 11a, Morning Prayer 3pm Service for 

children and young people 5.30 Evensong and Sermon. 

Gifts of corn, flowers, eggs, bread and other produce will be welcomed. 

Vegetables will be sent to the hospitals and we hope that a large quantity of 

produce will be given as the gifts are so gratefully received by the recipients. The 

fruit, eggs and bread will be distributed among the needy of the parish.  

     From the Vicar’s letters: It was a very great pleasure and an honour to have a 

visit to our church and parish from the Rev, G.B. Ekanayake who is visiting our 

country to be awarded the degree of D.D. by the Archbishop of Canterbury. At 

9am on Sunday October 3rd he gave a most interesting and instructive address on 

the “Clash of Colour”. The visit to our parish by an ordained native of Ceylon ought 

to diminish the prejudice of those who object to Foreign Missions, as the work 

abroad is often styled. Were it not for the pioneer work done in a previous 

generation we should have been the poorer during the days of his visit and as the 

work of spreading the gospel advances in the East, the Church is bound to become 

the richer. A former Bishop of Durham, the learned Dr. Westcott, once remarked 



that the mind of the Indian would have much light to shed on the interpretation 

of the gospel according to St. John. The Bible is an Eastern book and we need to 

help of Eastern scholarship to understand much of its phrasing and many of its 

customs. (The Vicar’s heartfelt welcome and enlightened attitude are in stark 

contrast to what we often hear from those days of Empire (editor)) 

     I would like to emphasise the importance of the Convention to be held at the 

Parish Church, Loughborough on October 7th, when services will be held in 

preparation for the new Diocese. Canon Thompson Elliott, will speak at 3pm and 

Bishop Baynes and Canon Elliott will speak at 8pm. 

 

St. Mary’s, Walton on the Wolds – Rector: The Rev. M.B. Bird 

     Now that the old heating apparatus has been dragged up to daylight, we can 

all see that it has done its bit and was clean worn out. By the time this appears 

in print probably the new one will be fixed and, we hope, will prove successful. 

Please don’t forget to notice the subscription list – or rather blank space for 

subscriptions – invitingly hung in the tower; £74 and a bit more is what we want, 

but, of course, the offertory will help largely towards this. 

     At the Harvest Thanksgiving services, held on October 2nd, the Rev. W.H. 

Finney, rector of Burnage was the preacher both morning and evening. The 

offertories amounted to £6 14s. 9d, which sum has been divided between the 

Leicester Royal Infirmary and the Loughborough General Hospital. 

     “Daisy Day,” organised by Miss S. White, on behalf of the Leicestershire and 

Rutland Institute for the Blind, produced £1 4s. 6d.  

 

St. Andrew’s, Prestwold-cum-Hoton and Burton – Vicar: Rev. J. B. J. Bevan 

     It was a very real pleasure to me to officiate at the re-opening of St. Leonard’s 

Church, Hoton, on October 2nd, and to see so full a congregation at that service, 

in spite of the fact that it was held at what must have been for many people an 

inconvenient hour – six o’clock on the Saturday evening. And the pleasure was 

enhanced by the fact that I was able to secure the attendance of one of my 

predecessors, the Rev. F.M. Percy Sheriffs, now Rector of Caythorpe, who himself 

officiated at the re-opening of St. Andrew’s Church, Prestwold in 1890, who not 

only read the lessons at the Hoton service but assisted at the Eucharist on the 

following morning, and preached at both Hoton and Prestwold. 

     The offerings at both the Hoton re-opening service and the Prestwold Harvest 

services, amounting jointly to £17 11s. were given to the Hospital. 



Barrow Christmas Tree Festival 2026 – Save the Date! 

 This year’s Holy Trinity Church festival will be Thursday 

26th to Sunday 29th November to tie in as usual with the 

village Saturday Christmas lights switch on.  The Festival 

is a great way to get into the Christmas spirit, see the 

amazing trees and be part of a fantastic community 

event.   

  

Thursday 26th November at 7.30pm the festival kicks off with the Grand 

Opening which includes a buffet and glass of wine, plus bar.  It is the perfect 

opportunity to see the trees magically lit up for the first time by our special 

guest.  Tickets must be bought in advance to help with the catering. 

 

Friday 27th November at 7.30pm is our Christmas Music Night. A bar with wine, 

Charnwood beer and snacks will also be available, and tickets can be pre-bought 

or also purchased on the door. Friday public viewing of the trees is 9am to 5pm. 

  

Saturday 28th November public viewing is 10am to 7pm.  

 

Sunday 29th November Come and join us for Mulled Wine and Sing-A-Long 

Carols from 2.30pm to 3.30pm with the Raffle draw at 3pm.  Great for young 

and old to enjoy.  Public viewing is from 12pm to 6pm.   

  

Tickets for the Thursday and Friday events will be available from October at 

Taylors Flower Shop.  Throughout the festival, there will be musical 

entertainment, a bar, a café serving hot and cold food, and drinks at very 

reasonable prices, a raffle, stalls and of course the magical tour of the trees 

supported by so many local businesses and organisations.  

Every year is different and if you are new to the village or have not been before, 

it is well worth a visit! 

If you are interested in exhibiting a tree this year (for free!), then please email 

enquiries@barrowandwoldsgroup.com for a form or more information. You 

can also check out barrowchristmastreefestival.com or follow on  

Facebook @holytrinityctf 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Holy Trinity Christmas Tree Festival Committee 

mailto:enquiries@barrowandwoldsgroup.com
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HOLY TRINITY FLOODLIGHT SPONSORS 

DATE SPONSOR DEDICATION 

Sunday 6th Sept. Annette Hall For our wedding anniversary 

Sunday 13th Sept. Jean King William Haynes (19th Sept.) 
Birthday memories from Pauline 

and family 
Sunday 2nd Oct. Pauline Haynes In memory of my husband Geoff 

If you would like to dedicate the floodlights to a loved one please get in touch. 

My contact details are: David Laughton, Tel. (mob) 07913 953005, or 

DaveL1000@yahoo.co.uk 

Mobility Scooter Thanks – Terry Cross would like to express his thanks to 

Annette Hall’s neighbour for the mobility scooter which was advertised in the 

July/August magazine and to Annette for bringing it to his attention. Terry is a 

regular at the Community Café and was increasingly suffering from mobility 

problems. 

The Streetlight Trust – I can now confirm that the sum donated to The 

Streetlight Trust for the support of disadvantaged children in Manila by Churches 

Together in Barrow over the past year was £2739.70. A significant fraction of this 

sum was Gift Aided and so the actual amount which Streetlight receives will be 

even higher. Many thanks to all who contributed in any way. 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY Christmas Cards – you will have found an order form for 

these inside your magazine. I have been quite concerned about how we would 

manage these this year. The sample cards usually arrive in mid-September but 

this year they miraculously (from my point of view) arrived over a month earlier. 

The November/December magazine would have been much too late. People in 

Barrow and Walton have been buying them through the magazine for many 

years (often over £1000 worth!) but this year readers in Wymeswold, Burton, 

Prestwold, and Hoton also have the opportunity order them. They are very 

good value for money (all come in packs of 10) and over 50% of what you pay 

directly benefits The Children’s Society (a much higher percentage than for 

most charity cards). If you live in one of these villages it is probably easiest if 

you submit your order to me and then pay for them when I deliver the cards to 

you, as I do to everyone in Barrow. If you work out what your order costs you 

could set that sum (in cash) aside so that it is ready for when I call. Richard H. 

mailto:DaveL1000@yahoo.co.uk


Ride and Stride Day – Saturday 12th September 

As I explained in the previous magazine, Ride and Stride Day is the main annual 

fundraising event for the Leicestershire Historic Churches Trust which gives away 

all the money it raises in the form of grants to Leicestershire churches and 

chapels of all denominations to help them with repairs and improvements. All 

our four churches are open on that day so that people who are raising money by 

being sponsored to walk, cycle or ride (horses) by visiting churches can get their 

forms signed as proof of their achievement: 

     St. Mary’s, Walton – 10am to 12 noon, during which all are welcome to 

enjoy drinks and cakes, as well as sorting through their always interesting 

stock of pre-owned books. From the proceeds a donation is sent to the Trust. 

     St. Andrew’s, Prestwold – 10am to 5pm  

     St. Mary’s Wymeswold - 10am to 5pm – please see notes from Wymeswold 

in this magazine for details of their Heritage Open Day which includes an 

exhibition of lace and an afternoon talk.  

     Holy Trinity, Barrow – 10am to 6pm during which the Community Café is 

open between 10 and 12. 

If you would like to raise money for the Leicestershire Historic Churches Trust 

by visiting churches on that day do contact your local church or go to  

https://www.lhct.org.uk/ride-and-stride-leicestershire 

for a sponsorship form and opening times of Leicestershire churches. 

You can also make a personal donation to the Trust on this website. 

 

COFFEE MORNING 
in aid of 

The Children’s Society and Church 
Mission Society 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 26th    
10 – 11.30am in Trinity Rooms 

An opportunity for regular contributors to these charities to 
bring their boxes for emptying and for everyone to have a great 

time! 
Cake stall, Raffle and Children’s Society Christmas cards 

 

 

https://www.lhct.org.uk/ride-and-stride-leicestershire


 

FROM THE PRAYER DIARY 
Please pray for: 
September 6th – The Clergy Team: Rev. Clive watts, Rector, Rev. Bob Edge 
September 13th – All our volunteer sacristans, servers and vergers 
September 20th – Retired clergy serving in our Benefice:  
                          Rev. Simon Richardson, Rev. David Stoter, Rev. Simon Richards 
September 27th – All who have died through the year & for their families as 
                                                                               they grieve their loss 
October 4th – All those who make and serve refreshments at our Sunday 
                                                                                        services and social events 
October 11th – members of His Majesty’s Armed Forces and the  
                                                                                        Royal British Legion 
October 18th – Uniformed Youth Organisations in our villages  
                                                                                        and their leaders 
October 25th – Baptism Visitors Jenny Boldrin, Pam Knowles, Melanie 
                             Castledine and Lesley Blount and all who come to be  
                                                                                         baptised in our churches   

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           


